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IEW Writing Contest Guidelines 
Reflecting on a global perspective through storytelling  

The reviewing committee, composed of staff from the Student Success Centre will assess submissions 

based on the following criteria developed and consulted by members from the Global Experience, 

Exchange and Academic Skills Program.   

ELIGIBLE OPPORTUNITIES 

A variety of international learning opportunities will be considered for this contest including but not 

limited to remote or virtual experiences, studying abroad, working abroad, volunteering abroad, 

research abroad, international student experiences, out-of-province experiences, clubs and 

organizations with an international lens or interactions with people from across the globe. 

REFLECTIONS ON GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE  
Your submission must consider the following 

 A transformation of their perspective about a particular issue/concept/ problem as a result of a 

global experience 

 Identify new or enhanced learning due to exposure/collaboration with new communities 

(organizations, participants, local citizens, global citizens, government) and environments 

 A reflection of  current issues and a desire to make a difference in a community or the world 

 Possible power dynamics and systems of privilege at play during the experience  

 Must not perpetuate harmful assumptions and generalizations of peoples  

<< For more on acknowledging privilege, power and consciousness, please watch Section 4 of this short 

LinkedIn Learning course, Dereca Blackmon’s on Inclusive Mindsets>> 

STORYTELLING ELEMENTS 
Your submission must include the following 

Relatability – The ability to establish a familiar connection with the audience. This can be achieved 

through the tone or content of the piece. 

Novelty – The ability to present a unique and original narrative or to tell a story in a creative or different 

way.  

Tension – The ability to detail conflict or setbacks. This does not have to be a dramatic or grave incident, 

but rather an experience that expresses some difficult aspects of a journey. 

<< For more on relatability, novelty, tension and other great storytelling elements, please watch Section 

2 of this short LinkedIn Learning course, Shane Snow on Storytelling >> 

SUBMISSION RULES 
 A title 

 Clearly separated paragraphs 

 Calibri, 12 point font 

https://www.linkedin.com/learning/inclusive-mindset/power-and-consciousness?u=56982905
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/shane-snow-on-storytelling/relatability?u=56982905
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 Standard margins  

 Microsoft Word, Word document, .docx 

 Proper spelling and Grammar 

 600-800 word count 

 Submission must express a transformation of the writer’s global perspective by answering the 

following: 

o What was your perspective before the experience? (Avoiding large generalizations or 

stereotypes towards individuals and groups of people) 

o What was the triggering incident or tension? 

o How did you change after the experience? What was the change in your perspective? 

 Submission must be written primarily in English  

 Submissions must be sent to gyamfia@mcmaster.ca by November 30th at 11:59 EDT 

The reviewing committee will not assess spelling, grammar or punctuation when demonstrating speech, 

colloquialisms or languages other than English.  However, please note the majority of your piece must 

be written in English. If you would like to explain the meaning of a term, please do so at the end of the 

submission on a separate page (this will not count towards your final word count). 

PRIVACY  
Participants must note by submitting their entry to the contest they agree to their name and the written 

piece being posted on public channels associated with the Student Success Centre (ie. Stories from 

Abroad, Academic Skills, Global Experiences etc. 

CONTACT 
If you have any further accommodations or questions regarding the contest please contact Andrea 

Gyamfi, Global Experience & International Program Assistant at gyamfia@mcmaster.ca.  

gyamfia@mcmaster.ca%20
mailto:gyamfia@mcmaster.ca
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Criteria 
(Weight) 

Level 1 Level 2  Level 3 Level 4  

Storytelling 
elements 
(20%) 
 
 

Makes a very 
general 
connection to the 
reader 
 
Does not present 
an original story 
or explore a 
unique 
perspective on an 
international 
experience  
 
A conflict and/or 
inciting incident 
is not mentioned 
as well its 
significance to 
their 
international 
experience 

Makes some effort to 
connect with the 
reader and or a specific 
audience 
 
Story is somewhat 
original  
 
Conflict and/or inciting 
incident is implied but 
not well described as 
well its significance to 
their international 
experience 

Makes a compelling 
effort to connect with 
the reader and or a 
specific audience 
 
Presents an original 
story or explore a 
unique perspective on 
an international 
experience  
 
Identifies a conflict 
and/or inciting incident 
as well its significance 
to their international 
experience, with some 
room for improvement 

Makes a strong and 
intentional effort to 
connect with the 
reader and or a specific 
audience through 
writing style and 
shared  experiences  
 
Very detailed and 
displays a strong effort 
to present an original 
story 
Explains a unique 
perspective on an 
international 
experience 
 
Clearly identifies and 
develops a conflict 
and/or inciting incident 
within the story as well 
its significance/impact  
to their international 
experience 

Transformati
on of Global 
Perspective 
(20%) 

Retells an 
experience  in a 
new community 
or environment 

Shares a perspective 
concerning a particular 
issue/concept/ 
problem as a result of 
exposure/collaboration 
with new communities 
(organizations, 
participants, local 
citizens, global citizens, 
government) and 
environments 
 
Tries to avoid sweeping 
assumptions and 
generalizations of 
peoples 

Expresses an evolution 
of perspective 
concerning a particular 
issue/concept/ 
problem as a result of 
exposure/collaboration 
with new communities 
(organizations, 
participants, local 
citizens, global citizens, 
government) and 
environments 
 
Considers power 
dynamics and systems 
of privilege that may 
exist in the experience 
Effort to avoid 
sweeping assumptions 
and generalizations of 
peoples 

Clearly expresses an 
evolution of 
perspective concerning 
a particular 
issue/concept/ 
problem as a result of 
exposure/collaboration 
with new communities 
(organizations, 
participants, local 
citizens, global citizens, 
government) and 
environments 
Strongly considers 
power dynamics and 
systems of privilege 
that may exist in the 
experience 
 
Avoids sweeping 
assumptions and 
generalizations of 
peoples 
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 Lacks creative 
elements and 
descriptions 

Displays somewhat of 
an effort towards 
creative elements in 
their story-telling 
 
Some examples of 
descriptive imagery 
and language 

Displays an effort 
towards creative 
elements in their story-
telling 
 
Uses descriptive 
imagery and language 

Strongly displays the 
use of creative 
elements in their story-
telling 
 
Uses very descriptive 
imagery and language 
contributes positively 
to the reading 
experience 

Adherence 
to contest 
rules (15%) 

Many errors 
concerning text 
format, margins 
and the 
separation 
between 
paragraphs 
 
Adequately 
meets the word 
count 
requirement 
without largely 
exceeding the 
maximum 
> 500 word count 

Some errors 
concerning text format, 
margins and the 
separation between 
paragraphs 
 
Adequately meets the 
word count 
 
500-549 word count 

Few errors concerning 
text format, margins 
and the separation 
between paragraphs 
 
550-599 word count 

Text is formatted 
correctly in size 12 
Calibri 
 
Uses standard margins 
Paragraphs are clearly 
and appropriately 
separated  
 
Meets the word count 
requirement without 
largely exceeding the 
maximum 

Organization 
(20%) 

Poorly structured 
  
Scattered ideas 
  
Poorly defined 
introduction, 
middle, and 
conclusion 

Somewhat structured 
and organized 
 
Under defined 
introduction, middle, 
and conclusion 

Structured and logical 
organization 
Clear  introduction, 
middle and conclusion 
 

 

Well –structured and 
logical organization 
Clear and effective 
introduction, middle 
and conclusion  
Ideas are clearly and 
succinctly shared 

Spelling, 
Punctuation, 
Grammar 
(10%) 
 

Many spelling, 
punctuation and  
other 
grammatical 
errors 

Some spelling, 
punctuation and other 
grammatical errors 

Few spelling, 
punctuation and other 
grammatical errors 

No spelling, 
punctuation or any 
other grammatical 
errors 

 

 


